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Why Celestine Omehia? 
I have been in politics for over two decades. First, I contested for the Chairmanship of 
the then Ikwerre Local government area, which today has metamorphosed into present 
day Ikwerre and Emohua local governments. We were the pioneers of the second 
civilian administration in Rivers state which produced Chief Rufus Ada George as 
Governor and His Excellency Governor Peter Odili as his deputy at that time. I was also 
a founding member of the PDP in Rivers state and we worked very hard to deliver His 
Excellency, Dr Peter Odili as the governor of the State in 1999. Since then we have 
evolved a dynamic team in this administration of which some of the key players in both 
Rivers and national politics are members. My credentials as a former commissioner and 
erstwhile Personal Assistant, Senior Assistant, Senior Special Assistant and eventually 
Executive Assistant to Governor Odili since 1999, had all prepared me to assume higher 
responsibility. I am also an Attorney at Law amongst other things and when the need 
arose for the party to seek an alternative candidate to fly the flag in the April elections, 
my antecedence were there in the records, so my emergence was unanimous. For me, 
politics is all about service. I am ready to serve my people, to take Rivers State to higher 
heights. Those of us who worked with Gov. Odili have imbibed the politics of service and 
we are confident that it will see us through in the elections and ensure our victory. 
 
Would you say that there has been any power shift in Rivers state PDP? 
Yes. Those who are aware of the workings of the PDP will know that it is the policy of 
our party to ensure that power rotates amongst the various senatorial zone that exist in 
the states it controls. In some others, the power rotation formula must necessarily 
consider genuine claims of ethnic marginalisation by blocks of where such interests are 
very sensitive. With the emergence of an Ikwerre man as the flag bearer of the PDP in 
Rivers state, power has effectively shifted and we have fulfilled the desires of the party 
on the power rotation policy in the state. This is what democracy is all about; 
Government of the people by the people and for the people with every body getting the 
chance to participate and aspire to the highest office in the land. 
 
How would you administer the state given the present situation of things? 
I have always told myself and my political associates that when I become governor of 
Rivers state, I will build my administration around a five-point agenda with the acronym 
”SHIRE" contract. SHIRE simply represents our Social contract, Human Development 
and Quality of Life Contract, Infrastructural Development Contract, Rural and Agricultural 
Contract and finally, Economic Empowerment and Poverty Reduction Contract. 
 
First, our Social contract with the people will focus on improvement of internal security, 
enhancement of social justice and reform of major institutions of governance. We will 
strive to reduce all forms of violent crimes, eliminate cultism and gangsterism, enforce 
the rule of law and guarantee equity, justice and fairness. We will address key 



institutions of government that requires reforms includes tax reforms, land acquisition 
process reforms, accountability, transparency and due process. With our Human 
development and quality of life contract, we intend to make a major impact in Human 
resource development. When we come into government by the grace of God, we will 
strengthen the capacity building and capacity utilization organs of government to ensure 
that more of our people are given adequate empowerment to be fully prepared to 
compete favourably in the global environment. As a major oil and gas producing area in 
the country we are faced with the increasing need to position our people in areas where 
they will eventually become relevant and influential in the determination and operation of 
our multinational institutions‘. More importantly, we will intensify our efforts at the 
Community Development Initiatives (CDI‘s) by making more funding available to 
enhance the achievement of these (CDI‘s) appropriately. Government is a continuous 
process and there is the need to do a lot more things and continue from where the 
present administration will stop. We in the PDP are very fortunate that our presidential 
candidate Umaru Yar'Adua has said it loud and clear that more funding should come to 
the grassroots amongst other policy thrusts and the CDI is one we will favour in the 
organs of the grassroots. We will pursue a vigorous program of human resource 
development and our programme on human capital development will encompass a 
comprehensive attention to social issues such as education, health and others. 
 
Our Infrastructural development contract will be one of the major planks of our 
administration when we come into government. We are lucky in Rivers state that the 
present administration has laid a good foundation and set the major frame work for any 
incoming administration. Our administration will place further emphasis on opening up 
more link roads, building and equipping more hospitals, rehabilitating more schools and 
so on. We will build cottage Hospitals as a way of bringing healthcare to the peoples‘ 
doorstep. You will agree with me that Port Harcourt has become a mega city and there is 
the need to decongest it. Over the years Port Harcourt has achieved national and 
international recognition as a center of commerce and trade. But the growth of Port 
Harcourt has turned Rivers state into what many people now regard as a one city state.  
 
This one-city State Status of Rivers State will be addressed as we shall open up new 
towns to further decongest the State capital. However Rivers state is blessed with 
several other communities, which have the huge potentials of being transformed into 
major urban centers of commerce, trade and tourism. We will engage and involve the 
private sector in the provision of such amenities as housing, good health care, pipe 
borne water, electricity, schools, internal and link roads network and small/Medium scale 
investments. Once this is done we will stem the counter productive incidences of Rural/ 
Urban migration. Rivers State is blessed with rich cultural heritage. In virtually every 
community of the State you will be amazed at the marvelous cultural beauty, which can 
be transformed into major tourist delight and attractions. This will complement the 
agenda of industrialization, which our administration in partnership with the private sector 
intends to bring into the communities. Our main thrusts will be in human resource 



development and once we are able to stem the flow of rural/ urban migration then we 
would have succeeded in decongesting Port Harcourt and at the same time ensure that 
other areas are evenly developed according to their potentials. Talking about our Rural 
and Agricultural Development Contract, Agriculture should be the mainstay of any 
responsible economy. Its development will feature prominently in our agenda and as part 
of our human development initiative we will put every incentive in place to encourage 
small-scale businesses to engage in agricultural ventures, especially in the area of agro-
allied industries. The upland areas of the State are blessed with arable farmlands and 
our administration will ensure that these areas are developed into boisterous centers for 
agriculture, food processing and tourism. Even in addition to these, fish farming will be 
given serious consideration and, with the needed impetus to thrive sufficiently well. It will 
make as a lucrative diversification of employment from oil and gas industries among 
others.  
 
Our Economic Empowerment and Poverty Reduction Contract, this policy of government 
will be rather youth based considering that they are the future of any nation. Today we 
are faced with the fundamental problem of youth restiveness because of the years of 
neglect, and this is taking its" toll on the nation's fortunes. The population is also 
increasing rapidly, this call for serious concern and imperative to tackle youth 
empowerment and unemployment as a cardinal policy thrust of our government. Also we 
will explore every avenue in conjunction with the private sector on training and re-training 
of the youths for proper placement into useful ventures. We will partners with the 
relevant institutions including banks with a view to establishing the modalities for 
providing adequate security and sureties to enable our people benefit from micro-credit 
finance schemes and loans with which they can start small-scale businesses. 
 
As a major oil producing state, it is mandatory for us to set an agenda and a target for 
our youths to ensure that by the year 2015 most of the oil and gas installations will be 
manned both at the technical and administrative levels by our youths having been well 
trained and properly equipped to handle these responsibilities. Our main objective will be 
to build confidence in our youths and give them a sense of belonging in Rivers State and 
this can be achieved through providing good education and the freedom to pursue any 
vocation and dream of their choice, including information technology, sports, arts and 
other useful and lucrative positive endeavours. Still under our economic empowerment 
contract, we will revisit the issue of our ailing industries with a view to reactivating them 
to generate revenue and employment for our people and industry. 
 
It is also important to mention that we will encourage the private sector to invest in our 
developmental programs and partner with government in ensuring that our people get 
the best. On the activities of the Niger Delta Militants, I want to state categorically that I 
am against kidnapping or hostage-taking as a way of expressing grievances. The 
militants of the Niger Delta have a case, especially in the issues of marginalization and 
poverty but our approach towards achieving the solution is most unfortunate and not 



attainable anywhere in the world. The issues, which have led them to embark on 
hostage taking, killings and eventual vandalization are all matters that can be negotiated 
and we have all agreed that dialogue is the best option. The major cause of the militancy 
and restiveness amongst youths is that they have not been fully rehabilitated and 
integrated into the society. The administration of Dr Peter Odili has performed creditably 
in ensuring that some of these youths are rehabilitated. The skills acquisition program of 
this government took a lot of the restive youths out of the streets and prepared them for 
gainful self-employment. This helped in reducing the hostility of the militants in our state.  
 
However, the ‘fact that the Niger Delta area is a difficult terrain has created a lot of 
difficulties in reaching out to the people in the creeks as comprehensively as we should. 
But this does not mean that government will relent in its efforts to continue to bring 
meaningful development to the Niger Delta area. There is need to be patient because 
the core coastal states of the Niger Delta, unlike other parts of the country will require 
huge funding and a well-coordinated and integrated development plan to tackle the area. 
His Excellency President Olusegun Obasanjo has already identified this as a cardinal 
program and initiated the Economic council for the core coastal states aimed at tackling 
this problem headlong. There is also the new directive that all the Niger Delta states set 
aside a part of their revenue to further development of the oil producing communities. 
These are indeed pragmatic efforts to tackle the Niger Delta issues. It is our resolve to 
do everything possible within the ambit of government to check this phenomenon, 
through increased dialogue with relevant parties and also to take decisive position 
against the root causes. 
 
The security of life and properties is a fundamental policy concern, which will be given 
prominent attention when we come into power. Indeed, there is a great deal to be done 
in the area of security and, in the resolution of the militant’s insurgence so that we can 
make our state safe and attract more foreign investments. At the end of the day, Rivers 
state shall be a very peaceful state and safe heaven because we will ensure that we do 
more in terms of sustaining the peace. On the Solution to the Niger Delta Problem, there 
are three basic things, which, in my opinion will set the agenda for a proper development 
program of the Niger Delta regions; first, the need for the federal government to identify 
and prioritize areas that are worst hit, secondly, there must be visible programmes of 
development of these areas by all relevant tiers of government and the programmes 
must be comprehensive and thirdly, adequate funds should be made available to 
address the identified infrastructure problems like health, education, water etc  
 
We must not forget that, the Niger Delta terrain is a peculiar one and, it will cost almost 
ten times as much to develop the area as it would with some other parts of the country. 
What is critically needed now to galvanize its development is a coordinated and 
integrated program to tackle the infrastructure problems required to develop the Niger 
Delta area at pace with the rest of the country.  On the need to ensure even 
development in the state? Development in Rivers state is imperative and privilege to all 



the nocks and crannies of the State. We will ensure when we come into office that there 
will be even development across board. Our main areas of development thrusts will be 
the local government areas. Rivers State is blessed with diverse human and natural 
resources, which if well harnessed and strategically managed can guarantee 
development across board. The need to ensure that our oil and gas producing areas are 
developed into vibrant cities and mini capitals of oil and gas industries and service 
companies is very necessary. Port Harcourt and its environs will be developed into the 
headquarters of trade and commerce especially since it is already now enjoying the 
status of the oil and gas headquarters of Nigeria. Healthcare, Education and provision of 
portable water will be distributed evenly across the state to ensure every Rivers man, 
woman and child, has access to these very basic and vital social amenities. The 
waterways will also be opened and we will make sure that we provide more incentives 
for water transportation and equally make travelling along our waterways less tedious, 
especially for those who will be transporting produce from the riverine areas. 
 
On the relationship between the government and the private sector, our intention is to 
establish a symbiotic relationship with the private sector. Any understanding of the 
Nigerian economy generally will reveal that over the years, governments at both the 
states and federal levels have been involved in the legislations which determine the 
participation of the private sector. Of course this has created certain commitment phobia 
on the part of the private sector to fully integrate itself into the economy. However we 
must give kudos to His Excellency, President Olusegun Gbasanjo, for setting up the 
Bureau of Private enterprise BPE, which has radically reformed private sector 
participation in the economy and opened the avenue for private involvement and 
ownership of the structures and institutions of economic growth and development. There 
is no doubt whatsoever about the direction our administration will head in terms of 
private sector involvement in the economic development of Rivers state. In fact it is our 
intention to reduce the involvement and participation of government and give the private 
sector a greater level of visibility and responsibility in our economic development 
agenda. We will shift some ground for the private sector to be fully integrated in the 
development of our state. Our administration will comprehensively explore ways of 
making sure that the cost of living is reduced while there will be a corresponding 
improvement in the standards of living. This will be one of the cardinal missions of my 
government when we come into power by the grace of God in May this year.  
 
How would you tackle the problems facing the education sector? 
Like you know I was a former commissioner of education in Rivers state. I have also 
been a lecturer and teacher and what this means is that the issue of education is one 
which I regard as very critical. Once again, I must commend His Excellency President 
Olusegun Obasanjo for the very pragmatic and radical initiatives and reforms, which he 
has brought into the education sector. Only recently there was a crucial stakeholder’s 
parley to brainstorm on the problems facing the education sector. This shows that 
government recognizes the importance of education as inevitable wheel to the fulfilment 



of its development agenda. In Rivers state, we have taken strides to ensure that the 
education sector is given the adequate attention it deserves. The free school bus 
scheme, the payment of examination fees for students, the rehabilitation of schools, the 
SPBE programme and the federal government’s basic education program, the free 
meals for school children scheme and the prompt payment of teachers’ salaries amongst 
others, are just some on the long list of initiatives and reforms which the education sector 
has enjoyed in Rivers state. But there is still more work to be done. Like you know the 
education sector in Nigeria today is bedeviled with peculiar problems ranging from 
cultism, examination malpractice and a host of other factors that have imposed a steady 
rot and decline in the sector. We shall set up Supervisory Authorities to sanitize the 
educational institutions, Rehabilitation and Reequipping of Libraries and the 
establishment of reading centers, provision of more incentives to encourage students 
and learning at all levels. Most importantly, we will buy into all the pragmatic initiatives of 
the federal government in the education sector to ensure that we align with the national 
policy. 
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